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California Transition Alliance
Supports youth-serving
professionals who assist youth and
families as they transition from
secondary education to adult life.

The Challenge: California Statistics, 2018
• 73% of students with disabilities earn high school diplomas in four years.
• 14% are classified drop-outs.
• 82% of non-disabled students earn a diploma.
How do we increase the number of students with IEPs who earn a diploma?
How do LEAs reduce drop-out rates and increase graduation rates?
How does the focus on the diploma impact transition?
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What happens to you when
you lack a diploma?
• The Personal Impact – loss of confidence and optimism
• You may experience doubts, negative perceptions of self worth
• You lack the minimum qualifications for jobs and face
employer bias
• You don’t qualify for some types of financial aid for postsecondary education
• You don’t meet minimum qualifications for post-secondary
education and training
You face barriers to achieve successful outcomes
and end up in jobs that are in danger because of
automation and artificial intelligence
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Most jobs available to youth who lack a diploma
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The need for
postsecondary
education

The lack of a diploma is a barrier to employment
and post-secondary education
A Diploma is a Ticket!
Meet job
requirements/
Complete online
applications

Qualify for postsecondary education
And training
And financial Aid

90% of employers prefer to hire youth with a diploma
30% of jobs are low skilled and susceptible to automation
66% of jobs require a diploma and post-secondary education
and training.

College and University entry criteria includes a high school diploma.
FASFA eligibility requires a high school diploma or a GED type diploma,
unless you are a student with significant intellectual disabilities.
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Quick Quiz
Q: When do we make the decision to put
students on a diploma or non diploma
track?
A: By the third grade

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

We Want All Students to Leave School
Prepared for Employment
Preparation needs to start young!
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If the final
destination after
completing
secondary and
post-secondary
education is
employment,
then…

• We need to equip all students with academic
skills, technical skills and “soft skills”
(communication, interpersonal skills, problemsolving skills, creativity)
• We need to start early
• Expectations need to be examined

Busting Myths

Federal Definition of the High School Diploma
• awarded to the preponderance of students in the State
• fully aligned with State standards, or a higher diploma,
• not…aligned to the alternate academic achievement
standards
• does not include… a GED, certificate of completion,
certificate of attendance, or similar lesser credential, such
as a diploma based on meeting IEP goals.
• The vast majority of students with disabilities should have
access to the same high-quality academic coursework as
all other students in the State
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation, July 2017
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CDE State Diploma Course of Study

Diploma
Options
Available
Today in
California

Golden Seal Merit Diplomas
Local Education Agencies High School Diploma

Diploma Plus diplomas
High School Proficiency Exam
Adult Education Diplomas
Note: California has approved the use of three high school equivalency tests
(GED®, HiSET®, and TASC™) -does not meet the federal guidelines for a diploma
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CA Diploma Course Requirements
EC 51225.3 states that all pupils receiving a diploma of graduation from a California high school
must have completed all of the following courses:
CA Department of
Education Course
Requirements

State

English
Math

CTE
Path

A-G

3
2

3

4

2

3

Science

2

2

2

Social Science

3

2

2

Visual / Performing
Art
Foreign Language

1

1
2

Career Technical
PE

2

2

1

2

----
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***CA Course Requirements also states***
The local governing board of the LEA…shall adopt alternative means for
pupils to complete the prescribed course of study, which may include:
Career Technical Education
classes offered in high schools
Courses offered by regional
occupational centers or programs
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College and Career Readiness
Achievement: 42% of all
California youth are prepared.

All Students – One System???
I am in the CTE
Pathway- I want to
attend the community
college and work

I I have an IEP. I can’t
pass foreign language
(or science) - so I can’t
graduate with a diploma

I am a foster kid- I just
moved here. Glad I
qualify for a diploma
that requires fewer
classes
My EL classes are helping me
qualify for a diploma

I am taking A-G classes
and am going to the
University

I am earning a diploma
through independent study
and work experience
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Students with Disabilities Are Well
Represented in the Local Control Funding
Formula Student Groups

All Students
11%

89%

Homeless

English Learners

Socioeconomically
Disadvantaged

16%

12%

Foster Youth

12%
25%

88%

84%

Source CALPADS data 2016—17
Total Student population = 6,228,235

88%

75%

Blue= Students with IEPs
Orange= Students without IEPs

We suggest making existing
diploma options available
to our students who
struggle to achieve the a-g
requirements
Everything we are suggesting is
already embedded in Ed Code.

Recent Reports and A Supreme Court Ruling Tell
Us All Students Need the Opportunity to Learn
Academic Standards
• “if 85-90% of students with IEPs have
average intelligence or higher why are
only 65% earning the standard high
school diploma?”
• Are all students granted the opportunity
to learn academic standards?
• Are teachers adequately trained in the
elements of universal design and MTSS?
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Report: Almost All Students with Disabilities are Capable of Graduating. Here’s Why
They’re Not Hechinger Report, October 2017
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Supreme Court Ruling: Endrew F. v Douglas County School District Re-1 12/17

Lessons Learned from LEAs with
Graduation Rates Above 80%:
• committed for diplomas for all and multiple pathways
• supports staff development on universal design,
differentiated instruction, and accommodations
• common standards for all students
• early intervention and credit recovery
• certificate of completion is not equivalent to the diploma
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Legal Issues: Meeting Diploma Requirements
A student who graduates from high school with a regular diploma is no longer eligible for
special education (34 C.F.R. 300.102(a)(3); Ed Code 56026.1
An LEA is obligated to issue a diploma when any student meets regular graduation
requirements, and withholding a diploma to meet procedural requirements of the IDEA would
be discriminatory. (see Runkel and Anonymous)
When a student meets graduation requirements, an LEA must only provide the student and
parents with adequate notice of graduation and the rights available upon termination of
education consistent with the general notice requirements of 34 C.F.R.300.503
Neither achievement of IEP goals, nor academic proficiency at a 12th grade level is required for
graduation with a regular high school diploma. (34 C.F.R. 300.102(a)(3)(iii)
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Federal Definition of an
Alternative Diploma Education Code 51225.3
• students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities in the cohort…assessed using the
alternate assessment…and awarded a State-defined
alternate diploma that is—
• standards-based;
• aligned with the State requirements for the regular
high school diploma; and
• obtained within the time period for which the State
ensures the availability of a free appropriate public
education
• shall not include any student awarded
a…GED…certificate of completion, certificate of
attendance, or similar lesser credential

Federal
Student Aid
Requirements

• Students are eligible if they have a high school
diploma or a GED.
• There is also the option of taking an “ability to
benefit” test to qualify without a diploma/GED.
• The exception is if youth have an intellectual
disability and are enrolled, or accepted for
enrollment in a comprehensive transition and
postsecondary (CTP) program
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Every Student
Succeeds Act

Only students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities should receive
alternative diplomas and only if they
have taken the state’s alternative
assessments.

No more than 1% of students
graduating in a state should
receive an alternative diploma.
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Suggested Alternative Diploma
Ed Code Language for Students
with Significant Cognitive
Impairments

Again, everything we are suggesting is
already embedded in Ed Code.

The Certificate of Completion is Not a Diploma
Current practice is that many LEAs issue the
certificate of completion as an alternative to the
diploma.
• There are no student performance
expectations related to the certificate.
• It has little to no value in post-school
environments
• There is a need to define the certificate and set
expectations for academic standards, a
transition portfolio and/or industry
certifications.
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Empower LEAs to Make Local Decisions
• The Certificate of Completion becomes a
local issuance decision.
• LEAs can also choose to award diplomas
with distinction, if they choose to.
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Questions?

