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Goals
Our goal is to offer a series of webinars to define the
course of study mandate and explore related issues.
Agenda for Course of Study: Certificate of Completion
• Review the transition mandates in the individualized
education program (IEP)
• Define the course of study mandate, Indicator 13
• Explore California Education Code (EC) and legislation
• Demonstrate connection between the student’s
postsecondary goals and the course of study
• Explore the diploma/non-diploma implications for college,
careers, and life after high school

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) Secondary Transition
Focus:
 Improve academic and functional achievement to facilitate
movement from school to post-school activities
 Based on youth’s strengths and interests
 Includes instruction, related services, community
experience, development of employment, and other postschool living objectives
 Mandates the development of a plan that summarizes
skills, strengths, transition readiness, needs

California State Performance Plan
Indicators related to transition:
1. Increase graduation rate
2. Decrease drop-out rate
13. Achieve compliance with federal regulations for
secondary transition on the individualized
education program (IEP)
14. Improve outcomes:
Employment
Postsecondary education/training
Independent living

California State Performance Plan
Indicator 13 requires IEPs to:
•

List measurable postsecondary goals in employment,
education/training, and if needed, independent living

•

Be updated annually

•

Be based on age appropriate assessments

•

List transition services

•

Define the course of study

•

List annual IEP goals related to postsecondary goals

•

Invite students to the meeting

•

Invite representatives of agencies that are approved by
parents/students

Factors to Determine the
Course of Study
• Student goals upon completion of high school
• Education/training, employment, independent
living
• Academic history in general and special education
• Test data: statewide testing scores, reading level
• Curriculum/course descriptions as related to
district graduation requirements
• Attendance
• Behavior
• Graduation status

Linked Learning Organizing Principles
• Presenter: Robin Schmitt, Executive

Director of Programs and Interventions,
Antioch Unified School District
• Prepare students for both college and career
• Lead to the full range of postsecondary

options
• Connect academics to real-world applications
• Improve student achievement

Pathway Components
• Key points about all Antioch Unified Linked Learning
Pathway
• Students take a sequence of career technical courses
that link the content across the curriculum
• Students experience career-based learning activities
• Pathway course work meets college entrance
requirements
• Pathways are open to all students; no prerequisite
requirements
• Pathways provide a system of support to ensure
student success
• http://www.antioch.k12.ca.us/cms/page_view?d=x&piid
=&vpid=1288693013177

An Academic Core
An academic core meeting postsecondary admissions
requirements of University of California (UC), California
State University (CSU), and community colleges
• Four years of English
• Three years of math (four recommended)
• Three years of social studies
• Two years of lab science (three recommended)
• Two years of world language (three recommended)
• One year of Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA)
• One year college prep elective

A Technical Core
• Shift from narrow occupationally specific preparation to
Industry Sectors
• Meet Career Technical Education (CTE) and industry
standards, provide certification
• Sequence of three to four courses
• Infuse and reinforce academic content and standards

A Technical Core
Linked Learning Pathways:
• Business Tech Academy (Diablo Valley High
School)(DVHS)
• Dozier-Libbey Medical High School
• Engineering and Designing a Green Environment
Academy, EDGE (Antioch High School) (AHS)
• Environmental Studies Academy (AHS)
• Law and Justice Academy (DVHS)
• Leadership and Public Services Academy (AHS)
• Media Tech Academy (AHS)
• Performing Arts Academy (DVHS)

Construct the Individualized Education Program

Student Interests, Dreams

Annual Age Appropriate
Assessment

Family Input, Needs

Postsecondary Goals

Coordinated Set of Activities

Measurable Annual Goals

Postsecondary Outcomes

Course of Study

Indicator 13: Course of Study
Transition services include courses of study that
will reasonably enable the student to meet his or
her postsecondary goals.
Courses of study are defined as a multi-year
description of all coursework to achieve the
student’s postsecondary goals, from the current
year to the anticipated exit year. The course of
study should be a list of classes rather than a
statement of instructional program.
Source: NSTTAC/ Wrights Law Advisory

How Does California Education Code
Describe the Course of Study?
• California Education Code (EC) lists the course of
study pertaining specifically to earning a diploma.
• EC Section 51225.3 defines the coursework that
all students receiving a diploma of graduation from
a California high school must have completed
while in grades 9–12, inclusive.
• It also allows other coursework adopted by the
local governing board of the local educational
agency (LEA).

Course of study and the IEP
The attached course of study lists classes and graduation
requirements that prepare ----- for postsecondary education and
employment goals.

Issues Impacting Course of Study Discussion
• Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
students are entitled to special education services until
age 22 or until they receive a diploma, whichever
occurs first
• Status of California High School Exit Examination
(CAHSEE) and exemptions
• Need for accommodations/remediation
• Participation in California Alternate Performance
Assessment (CAPA): students generally participate in
an alternative curriculum that has significantly modified
grade-level standards, students generally earn a
certificate of completion

Certificate of Achievement/Completion
EC Section 56390. Notwithstanding Section
51412 or any other provision of law, a local
educational agency may award an individual
with exceptional needs a certificate or
document of educational achievement or
completion if the requirements of subdivision
(a), (b), or (c) are met.

Certificate of Achievement/Completion
EC 56390:
a) The individual has satisfactorily completed a prescribed alternative
course of study approved by the governing board of the school district in
which the individual attended school or the school district with jurisdiction
over the individual and identified in his or her individualized education
program.
b) The individual has satisfactorily met his or her individualized education
program goals and objectives during high school as determined by the
individualized education program team.
c) The individual has satisfactorily attended high school, participated in the
instruction as prescribed in his or her individualized education program,
and has met the objectives of the statement of transition services.

Certificate of Achievement/Completion
EC Section 56026:
Age out of K–12 system at age 22

Other Issues Regarding the Certificate
AB 104 (Developmental Disabilities)
Maximize Utilization of Generic Resources, Education Services
Trailer Bill Language (TBL) Section 13: Section 4648.55 was added, prohibiting a
regional center from purchasing day program, vocational education, work services,
independent living program, or mobility training and related transportation services
for a consumer who is 18 to 22 years of age, if the consumer is eligible for special
education and related education services and has

not received a

diploma or certificate of completion, unless the IEP Team,
including a representative of the Department of Developmental Services (DDS)
determines that the consumer’s needs cannot be met in the educational system or
grants an exemption pursuant to Section 4648(d).

Options
High School Diploma
Standard Diploma
Meet all state and LEA
course requirements for
earning a diploma with or
without accommodations
Pass/Exemption/Waiver
of the California High
School Exit Examination
(CAHSEE)

Standard Diploma Based
on Modified Curriculum
Meet all state and LEA
course requirements for
earning a diploma using
a modified curriculum
based on state standards
Pass/Exemption/Waiver
of the CAHSEE

Certificate
Certificate of Completion
Alternative course of
study based on functional
skills
Access to the general
education curriculum
California Alternate
Performance Assessment
(CAPA)

Who Earns the Diploma? Who earns the certificate of completion?
Does the modified curriculum prepare students for postsecondary education/training and/or
employment goals?

Diploma

Certificate

Diploma Course of Study:
List of Classes

Certificate of Completion

English
Math
Science
Social Science
Physical Education
Elective Classes
Performing/Visual Art
Career-Technical Classes

?
Curriculum Domains

Other LEA Requirements
Testing

Functional Academics
Independent Living Skills
Vocational Domain
Community Domain

The “Next” environment: work,
education, home, community,
preparation for employment,
access to financial aid

What is “the next environment?”
What does the certificate of
completion mean?

Education Code Section 51225.3
• California Education Code defines alternative means for
pupils to complete the prescribed course of study, which may
include:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Practical demonstration of skills and competencies
Supervised work experience or other outside school experience
Career technical education classes offered in high schools
Courses offered by regional occupational centers or programs
Interdisciplinary study
Independent study
Credit earned at a postsecondary institution

• Requirements for graduation and specified alternative modes
for completing the prescribed course of study shall be made
available to pupils, parents, and the public

Focus on College and Career Readiness – When Career Paths are Changing
Finish Education

Enter a Career

Retire

Then a little more
cyclical/changing

They used to be linear

Various changes in roles,
relationships, responsibilities,
interests, etc. occur over time
Job Change

Then lateral
Climbing to the Top
Now its almost like
climbing a Jungle Gym:
Developing skills
Looking for/creating
opportunity
Evolve, building skills sets

Education
& Training

Retirement
Education &
Training &
Retraining

Education & Job Change
Training &
Retraining

Birth

OR

A glider or sailboat
Quickly adapting to
circumstances and
opportunities . . .

What Do I Do if I Lack a Diploma?

High demand skills (art, sports, technology)
Industry certification of skills required for employment
Work experience and on the job training

Source: California Labor Market Data
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Director, Tarjan Center
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Mission Statement
To build capacity in California state systems and local communities
to increase the number of youth and young adults with intellectual and
other developmental disabilities in integrated competitive employment

Changing Expectations
• Skills required for the current job market
• Access to postsecondary education and
training
• Everyone who can work has the right and
the responsibility to work
• How can we help students who are not
diploma bound prepare for their future?

Vicki Shadd, Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA)
Director, Assistant Superintendent,
Glenn County Office of Education

Industry Certifications
What are they?
Why consider preparing students
to earn the certificates?
What are the differences between industry certificates
and work ready certificates?

Certificates
Industry certificates
State/agency certificates
Company specific certificates
Community college certificates
Regional Occupation Program (ROP) certificates
Adult education certificates
Trade school certificates
Local certificates

Transition Planning and Industry Certificates
• Transition Planning
• Course of Study Implications
• Certificates of Completion
– Meaning in next environment
– Value of certification, work readiness

Certificate Information
• Career Safe, Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA)
• Food Handlers USA/California
• Soft Skills to Pay the Bills, Office of
Disability Employment Policy
www.dol.gov/odep
• Partnership for 21st Century Skills

Course of Study Decisions
Decision: High School Diploma or Certificate of Completion
When to begin the conversation: It is important to start the conversation by the end of the eighth grade.
Student postsecondary goals and personal plans for their future.
Diploma

Certificate of Completion

Employment goals require diploma
Education/training goals require a diploma for
eligibility for enrollment and/or financial aid.

Students who set the goal to achieve the
certificate need a meaningful certificate that
prepares them for the “next environment”

Academic history

Student has participated in a course of study that
meets district graduation requirements
with/without accommodations or modifications

Tests and Scores

Student course of study focuses on earning a
certificate: functional skills, life skills, vocational
and community access skills

Academic tests
CAHSEE or Exemption

Academic tests
Adaptive behaviors
CAPA

Transition in the IEP
Met High School Graduation goals. Adequate
transition services were provided to prepare for
postsecondary goals

Met transition goal to earn a certificate of
completion

Meet District Diploma requirements

Met district diploma/graduation requirements

Graduation Status at age 18
Met all criteria to graduate based on District
standards and IEP
Student Goal is diploma-behind in credits at age 18
. Options are stay in school
Adult Education
Community College
GED
Industry Certification

Credit Status

Did not meet district diploma / graduation
requirements.
Needs additional education to prepare for
transition.
Students who are on the certificate track
throughout high school and who do not
complete the coursework required to earn a
diploma can opt to stay in school up to age 22 in
Transition age programs.

Other issues to discuss with students, parents and the IEP team
A diploma cannot be denied to a student who has earned it; has met all of the graduation requirements; and has been provided
adequate transition services that prepare them for the transition goals.
Maturity and readiness for adulthood are not considerations for this issue. Few parents are convinced their 18 year old child is
ready for adulthood. This issue speaks to having adequate post-school resources and programs in the community.
Districts need to carefully review their graduation requirements and the barriers that a lack of employment create in terms of
employment and earnings.
There is increasing emphasis for students with Intellectual Disabilities to transition to integrated, competitive employment earning
competitive wages.

Compiled by Sue Sawyer, Executive Director, Shasta Twenty-first Century Career Connections

Conclusions
• The high school diploma enhances the student’s options for
postsecondary education/training and employment choices. It opens
doors.
• IDEA requires that the IEP lists a multi-year course of study that
explicitly prepares students for post-school goals.
• The state and LEA stipulate high school diploma requirements. The
LEA needs to make the certificate meaningful.
• Education Code has limited information regarding definitions of
certificates of achievement/completion and modified curriculum
standards that can lead to a diploma.
• School counselors and CTE administrators have a lengthy history of
compiling courses of study and class sequences. We can learn from
them and/or utilize their resources.
• College and career readiness are critical for student outcomes.

